
CVE-2026-51831 and CVE-2026-51832: Two More Local

Privilege Escalation IDrive Vulnerabilities

I’ve found two additional local privilege-escalation IDrive vulnerabilities in the Windows Backup

client.

As with the previous post about this software, we are beginning the public disclosure process to

ensure organizations and individuals using IDrive for Windows can respond and patch their

systems.
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If you’re using IDrive Windows Backup, the rest of this post explains what to look for and what

you can do now to remediate.

Once again, key technical details will be omitted to give users time to patch before a full proof of

concept is made available.

What is IDrive?
IDrive is a privately owned, cloud-based file backup tool company.

Their software is geared toward individuals and small- to medium-sized organizations, with

backup clients available for Windows, macOS, and Linux. This is similar to Veeam or Backblaze,

which let users back up critical system files and personal data to cloud storage.

These vulnerabilities are specific to the Windows version of their backup client.

Details Regarding the Discovery of

these Vulnerabilities
IDrive’s Windows client has had a couple of local privilege escalation vulnerabilities over the

years, the first of which is tracked in the National Vulnerability Database (NVD) under CVE-2020-

15351.

Notably, at the end of 2025 and spanning into 2026, we discovered a new local privilege

escalation tracked in the NVD as CVE-2026-1995, which can be read about on our blog.

Essentially, CVE-2026-1995 was a vulnerability in one of the mechanisms by which IDrive would

perform inter-process communication.

A graphical interface running in a normal user context would be able to instruct the elevated

IDrive service to perform tasks that require full access to the system by creating a specially

crafted file that the elevated service would then parse.

This parsed data would be used to trigger relevant backup jobs based on parameters set in the

file.
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Inter-process communication is normal for any software that requires a delineation between the

standard user experience and actions that require elevated permissions.

A logic bug existed that allowed a user to induce unintended behavior and made it possible to

run any process on the system with elevated SYSTEM permissions.

IDrive released a patch for their software shortly after the public disclosure of CVE-2026-1995

and requested that I verify the patch was effective.

After reviewing the software, I confirmed the vulnerability was removed.

The remediation involved completely removing this channel for inter-process communication.

While this patch was effective, it raised a question: how was the application handling inter-

process communication now?

This led me to dive back into the software to determine what other inter-process communication

mechanisms existed and to ensure that its operation was secure.

Technical Details for CVE-2026-51831

and CVE-2026-51832
The way that most inter-process communication in IDrive works is through a network service.

The IDrive service opens a port that is only accessible from the local system and listens for

network traffic from the graphical interface. This data is then parsed by the service and, based

on the data that is sent to the service, the service will perform any number of predetermined

actions—such as starting backup jobs or copying backup data to various backup storage

providers.

In order to transmit data between processes, some manner of serialization and deserialization

of data is necessary to preserve the structure of the data and the specific data types of data in

the structure.

Common examples of this include JSON and XML.

In the case of the IDrive service, the manner in which it performed serialization and

deserialization was insecure and would allow an attacker to inject arbitrary code into the data

being sent to the service.

This code would then be parsed and executed by the deserializer with the service’s elevated

SYSTEM permissions. This specific issue is tracked as CVE-2026-51831.

Going beyond this, I also assessed the various actions the service could take based on the data

that was being sent during normal usage of the application.

One particular feature of the service contained functionality that would spawn a process to

perform tasks related to managing mounted file shares on the system. However, this
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functionality did not properly sanitize input, which allowed the injection of arbitrary code. This

specific vulnerability is tracked as CVE-2026-51832.

Impact
It is important to note that despite the fact these vulnerabilities are triggered through a network

service, there is no possible configuration in which this service would be available from remote

systems.

This means that exploitation of these vulnerabilities requires at least low-privileged access to a

system running a vulnerable version of the software.

That said, these vulnerabilities allow for an authenticated user with low-level, restricted access to

run executables with full system privileges on a Windows machine.

This ultimately would allow an attacker to steal sensitive information, modify system

configurations, or execute additional malicious code.

Remediation
These IDrive vulnerabilities are remediated for Windows version 7.0.1.2 and above.

If you are using IDrive Backup for Windows, we recommend patching to the latest version of the

software as soon as possible. The latest version can be downloaded here.

Disclosure Timeline
04-28-2026 – IDrive is informed of the discovery of two new, distinct vulnerabilities.

04-29-2026 – IDrive acknowledges receipt of the details and states they are beginning to

investigate the reported vulnerabilities.

05-01-2026 – IDrive confirms reproducibility of the vulnerabilities and that they are beginning

to work on a patch.

05-07-2026 – FRSecure requests CVE reservations from MITRE for these issues.

05-07-2026 – IDrive releases the patched version 7.0.1.2 and requests validation that the

vulnerabilities are remediated.

05-08-2026 – FRSecure verifies that the patches have successfully remediated the

vulnerabilities and notifies IDrive.

07-08-2026 – MITRE notifies FRSecure of reservations for CVE-2026-51831 and CVE-2026-

51832.

09-28-2026 – Public disclosure release timeline finalized.

10-28-2026 – Vulnerabilities disclosed.

· · ·
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